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OHIO SPEAKS!

Hurrah for Jackson!

A GRAND CONVENTION IN
COLUMBUS.

Unbounded Enthusiasm and a Most

Determined Spirit.

Resolutions Adopted!

Eloquent Speeches by Generals A.

J. Warner, Durbin Ward, Thomas

as Ewing, and others.

Pursuant to call, the Democracy from

all sections of Ohio assembled in Colum-

bus on Monday, January 8th, to Rive pub-

lic expression to their views on the po-

litical situation. Every county was large-

ly represented, and it is conceded there
was no such State conventnn held in

Ohio since 1803. ,

The sessions were held in the City
and will easilv ac-

commodate
Hall, a very large one,

two thousand people at least.

At the preliminary session it was crowd-

ed, but at the second session it was liter-all- y

pacned, and hundreds were unable

to gain admittance. -

The hall was handsomely decorated.
Long fontoons of evergreen, studded with

lit) le flags, stretched from the center
chandflier to various parts of the room.

At the front of the stage were three ar.
ches,an eagle surmounting the middle

one. The inscriptions were: 'Greet-ing- s

of the People of Ohio," in the mid-

dle, "Tilden" on the right and "Hend-

ricks" on the left.
At the roar of the stage were clustered

': national flaus and regimental banners
which were gallantly borne by Ohio
soldiers in the late war. ; ". '

Delegates began to irnve from differ
' ent places on Saturday, but the main
i portion came on Monday. The regular
:: trains were loaded down and many upec- -
II ial trains were chartered. The oldest in-- t

habitant does not remember when the
streets of Columbus were so thronged.

Bilk badges in red, white and blue col- -'

ors. and representing the national ensign
t were worn by delegates. They bore the
, motto: "Tilden and Hendricks have
'

leen elected, and Khali be inaugurated."

The weat her was cold and very stormy

and the snow fell fast and continuously,
;! which fact makes the very large atten-- i

dance all the more significant.
The Young Men's Democratic club

' met arriving delegations at the depot

with a flue band of music, and escorted

them to the hotels and hall. "

The convention was called to orar
shortly before one o'clock by Hon. John
G. Thompson, of Columbus, chairman- of

the State Democratic Committee. Mr.
Thompson said he had called this con-

vention at the unanimous request of the
State committee, to which Democrats and
all others who believe that Samuel J. Til-

den and Thomas A. Hendricks have been
elected u'reat applause were invited.
The time is momentous, and every Amer-Sca- n

citizen and lover of free government
is interested in the passing events. ;So

also is evi-r- one who believes that when
an elector has once voted legally, and
thus given expression to his choicef
candidates, that expression should be re-

cognized.
TEMPORARY ORGANIZATION.

Hon. Henry Bohl. of Washington Co.

nominated Gen. A. J. Warner, of Mari-

etta, for temporary chairman, and the
nomination was unanimously and enthu-
siastically confirmed bv the convention.

Elmore White, of Defiance comity, was
.i.ti.. DoitNtforv and R. C Rohner
of Hamilton county, and John Gilbert, of
IXirain county, noniniaiii ocwwioucd.

On motion Mr. Thompson appointed as
a committee to conduct the president to
the Chair, Hon. Henry Bohl, of Washing-
ton; Hon. James E. Nealrof Butler, and
Gen. Jabez W. Fitch, of Cuyahoga.

The committee soon appeared on the
platform with the temporary president,
and when his familiar features were

be was loudly applauded. Gen.
"Warner is president of the Marietta rail-

road, and has been a strong Republican,
but in the Inst campaign wasone of those
wm Karl tho nf nhn'BRtAr tn
break patty fetters and join the party for
reiorm. ,

GENERAL WARNER'S REMAKS.

On assuming the chair Gen. Warner
retained thanks rortne nnexpeciea non-o- r.

t He paid that for the flrnttime in the
history of the country tht people are
called npon to gravely consider whether
tbeirwiil, as lawfully expiessed by con-

stitutional modes, shall be the primal
law, or whether it shall be set aside by
fraud and chicanery. Before the clouds
of election had cleared away, the Repub-
lican leaders claimed that they had the
Tnoi.liinum niwl I'inM rniint in their can
didate. This was not the proposition of
At r 11: ... f .1... I uwe HHpmiiicau I'mij u" mo tvepnu-licHi- i

lenders and astounded the country.
It reniHins for the people of the country,
laying Hsidu partisan feelings, taking only
Sm li grounds as they can stand on arid
be Secure, to demand that the final re-

sult shall be that the election must be
decided truthfully and honestly. In this
is involved the very ex'stence of free
government. If a party can be kept in
control by military power, then the dfey

when the people will cboo6e the succes-

sion of officers will soon end. There' is
butoneconstitnted authority under the
sun to decide the iBeue, and it remains
only to the representative of the people
and tlfe Stales, in Congress assembled, to
determine the truth and the facts as to
what the choice of the people baa been.
Great applause.

STIRRING SONGS.

Mr. H. M. Rogers, of Clyde, was one of
the original Continenal vocalists, and
has a. voice of uncommon power, and a
style of expressive singing which has
earned for him the title of the Sankey of
the Democratic party. He did effective
service in the Indiana and Illinois cam-
paign. He stepped to the parlor organ
at the front Of the platform and Bang the
following song:

A I tin J red yera have rolled away
Hlncu that high heroic day
When our fathom In the tray
Struck the conquering blow.
Praise to them, the bold whe apoke,
Fralee to them, the brave who broke
Stern oppreiwlon'i Railing yoke,

A hundred years ago,

onr the wine of saorlflee ;

Let the grateful author rise,
Shall we e'er resign the priceT
Never ) Never I No.
Hearts and bands shall guard those rights,
Bought on Freedom's battle heights,
When he fixed bis signal lights

A hundred years ago,

Swear It by the mighty dead,
Those who conquered, those who led,
By the blood your fathers shed,

' By your mothor's woe.
Swear it by the living few,
Those whose breasts were scarred for you
When to Freedom's ranks they flew,

A hundred yean ago.

Mr. Rogers' singing had an electrical
effect on the audience, and when he fin-

ished the hist verse the vast aucience
cheered and shouted for several minutes
In .the: most enthusiastic manner. In re-

sponse to this rapturous applause Mr;
Rogers returned to the instrument and
sang with equal effect "The Rock of
Liberty," the words of which are as fol-

lows:

Oh, the firm old rock, the wave-wor- rock,
That braved the blast and the billows' shock ;

It was born with time on a barren shore,
And laughed with scorn at the ocean's roar,
'Twas here that first that Pilgrim band
Came weary up to the foaming strand ;

And the tret they rearod In the days gone by,
It lives, It lives, and ne'er shall die.

Thou stern old rock; In the ages past
Thy brow was bleached by the warring blast;
But the wintry toil with the wave is o'er,
And the billows beat thy base no more.
Yet countless as thy sands, old rock,
Are tbe hardy sons of the Pilgrim stock ;

And the tree they reared in the days gone by, '

It lives, It lives, and ne'er shall die.

Then rest, old rook, on the sea beat shore,
Thy sires are lulled by the breaker's roar.
'Twas here that first their hymns were heard
O'er the startled cry of the ocean bird ;

'Twas here they lived, 'twas here they died,
Their forms repose on the green hillside.
But the tree they reared In the days gone by,
It lives, it Urea, and never must die.

Committees were appointed, each dis-

trict delegation announcing its member.
A. R. Haines, of Carroll, was placed on
Credentials. R. G. Williams, of Stara,
on Organization ; and on Resolutions as
follows:

1st Wm. T. Forrest, Hamilton.
. 2d Alex. Long, Hamilton.

3d Durbin Ward, Warren.
4th John E. Campbell, Preble.
5th George W. Andrews, Auglaize,
6th F. H. Hurd, Lucas.
7th 0. A. White, Brown.
8th J. F. McKinney, Miami.
9th George W. Morgan, Knox.

lOth-- H. E. O'Hagan, Erie.
11th J. L; Vance, Galia. '

12th Thomas Ewing, Fairfield.
13: h G. AV. Barger, Coshocton.
14th E. B. Finley, Crawford.
15th S. M. McMillen, Washigton.
16th George W. McCook, Jefferson.
17th J. H. Wallace, Columbiana.
18th Aquila Wiley, Wayne.
19th R. G, Seitz, Ashtabula.
20th John WvHeisleyy Cuyahoga.

GREETINGS BY TELEGRAPH.

The convention on motion of Hon. J.
G. Thompson, directed the president to
send greetings by telegraph to Demo-
cratic conventions assembled in other
States. In obedience ta this instruction
General Warner dispatched the follow-
ing: '

Columbus, O., Jan. 8, 1877.
The Democratic convention here sends

greeting. A temporary organization hHS

been effected and committees appointed.
A strong feeling is manifested in favor of
nrm resolutions many. .trains oringing
delegates have been- delayedj but the at-

tendance is Very large;; . -

WARNER,
Temporary Chairman.

A recess was taken;. ;;;;;;;;;

ADJOURNED SESSION.

Tbe convention was called to order
again at two o'clock. The large hall was
literally jammed with people, every inch
of standing room being occupied, and the
people packed together almost to; suffo-
cation. Yet; crowded as the ball was
long before the hour for meeting, more
people were unable to squeeze, into the
hall than managed to get in. Still, un-

der the circumstances the audience was
orderly, enthusiastic and good natured.,

Immediately upon the convention be-

ing called to order, Mr. J. M Haap offer-
ed a resolution that when the conven-
tion adjourned, it adjourn to meet in
Washington city,. February 14, 1877.

Major Huston, of Norwalk, moved to
refer the resolution to the committee on
resolutions

Col. J. M. Connell moved to lay the
resolution on the table.

Major Huston withdrew his motion
and seconded that of Col. Connell.

The resolution was laid on the table
byn overwhelming majority.

Mr. Rogers was then loudly called upon
for another song, and responded with
Bayard Taylor's poem, set to music, en-

titled "General Scott and the Veteran,"
which he said the Indianapolis Journal
had pronounced disloyal. The patriotic
sentiments of the song were received
with deafening applause. For an encore
he rendered 'The Sword of Bunker Hill'
in an effective manner.

CREDENTIALS.

The committee on credentials present-
ed the following report, which was ad-

opted:
The committee on credentials met and

organized by electing A. E. Carr, of the
First district, as chairman, and J. W.
Washburn, of the Seventh district, as
secretary, There were no contests, and
all the counties and districts were fully
represented;

OFFICERS.

The committee iW. permanent organi-
zation Submitted the following report,
which was adopted, and the gentlemen
named were duly elected:

President General Durbin Ward, of
Warren county.

Vice Presidents were also appointed
from each district, this district having
John Blackburn, of Columbiana.

SPEECH OF GENERAL DURBIN WARD.

As General Ward appealed on the plat-

form escorted by the Committee, he was
loudly cheered. On taking the cbair he
spoke as follows :

My Countryman We assemble on a
grand, historic day consecrated to the
memory of that liori hearted, whose mot-

to was. ''By the eternal the Union must
and iholl be prettrved." We must here be
inspired by the same patriotic fpirit, t
Bwear too, by the eternal "that the consti-

tution and the laivi skull be enforced.'' We
ask no more; will accept no leBB. To fol-

low the constitution, tne laws, the time-honore- d

precedents of the past is to walk
in the path of duty and of safety. From
that path we will neither be seduced nor
driven: Wherever it leads, there we
travel, cost what it may, for this is the
road to peace and harmony, constitution-
al union antl national prosperity..

My fellow citizens, the present crisis is
one of grave moment and yet one which
really ought to foreshadow no danger and
which can never lead to violence or dis-

order if the people and the representa-
tives are true to the grand history of the
past and the grander prora.se of the fu-

ture. Who is president is comparatively
a small matter and our deliberations
should ilseabove mere party spirit. But
though the person who mav be chosen is
ofsmtill moment the principle on which
the present contest is settled is of vast
importance and you do well, my country-
men, to meet and consult on this question.
It may involve the existence of the re-

public itself. The friends of each of the
two candidates claim that he 's elected.
This is not a question to be deceided by
windy harangues or by force or usurpa-
tion, by the violent dictates of party spi-

rit or tbe resolves of a town meeting. It
is a gret question of constitutional law
and can ben t otherwise settled than by
its rule and the long established usage of
the government. Let them be lol lowed
and all danger vanishes. Let them be
departed from and who can tell the re-

sult? The first and greatest question is,
who has jurisdiction to decide this con-

test? The history of the past plainly
gives the answer. At the first election
for president the government was not
yet organized, no laws had been passed
and the government had to get its ma-

chinery into riming order, as best it could
with simply the constitution and the gen-

eral, public law as guides. In 1793 the
tribunal of decision and the rules of pro-

cedure were first fixed bv definite, well
considered action. Ever since that time
the tribunal and the rules of procedure
have been the same. Disputes nave arise
as to many different questions connected
with the acts of canvassing and declar-
ing who was elected president, but the
two Houses of Congress have uniformly
assumed and exercised all the jurisdic
tion that ever has been assumed and ex-

ercised, in verify ing and determi ingwlxt'
the people, through the electoral votes;1
have chosen president and vice president)!
And so they must do now. The two,
houses of congress have this jurisdiction.
and not tne presiding officer ol inesenatei
who is but the ministerial officer of that
body. He has not even, except by court-
esy, the right to preside over the action
of the Houses. In free America no one
man bv his sovereign fiat is big enough to
count in a president over the heads of the
people. When the two Houses have,
through their own appropriate means,
examined, canvassed and counted the
votes legally cast, then by their direction
and with their consent the president of
theBenate has the august honor of being
their mouth piece and proclaiming in the
forms of law to the people's representa-
tives the result of the people's choice. It
has ever been bo; and the two houses by
their committees are now preparing to
follow the precedents of the old times.
When the work of the two houses is thus
constitutionally done the result is final
and whoever is elected, Tilden or Hays,
the people will see inaugurated. To this
concurrent action of the two houses subV
mission is due and must be given.' To the
usurpation of any other tribunal, submis-
sion is not due and will not, be given. A
president with a disputed title would not
command the respect of the Aitiericah
people and our constitution and laws are
not so defective nor our courts so power
less as to have In quiet possession a pre-

sident whose tenure of oflice is fraud.
When the two houses take jurisdiction

of the canvass and the count, the rules of
their procedure, subject only to the con-
stitution, they determine for themselves
In obedience to these rules or in the ab-

sence of any such rules .the two houses
must concur in couilting Votes enough to
make a majority of all the electors ap-

pointed or no candidate. can be proclaim-
ed as chosen by the electoral college and
the. election pf a president will then con-

stitutionally devolve on the house and
that of vice president on the senate. Tho
votes of the disputed states, Oregon,
South Carolina, Florida and Louixiaua.
will be Canvassed; the wheat' winnowed
from the chaff; the Ltw and the voice of
the people respected; the arbitrary, ille-

gal and fraudulent work of t he Louisiana
returning board will be undone aul thir

(teen thousand citizens restored to their
'rights , And for one I have abiding faiib
that this constitutional court-- e will be
taken and if it is taken and the la'; elects
Tilden and Hendricks they will be seat-- ,

ed and judgement entered upon the
people's verdict. T1'

My fellow citizens, perhaps ! ought to
close but duty impels a word more. We
hear i). every where bruited about that
the president of the senate, under tbe
direction of a Beat of partisan conspirat-
ors, resolved not to yield to the popular
verdict, will arrogate to himselfthe right,
to receive and to decide which votes are
to be" counted only such as he knows
will elect Hayes, and then of his own
motion, without tbe concurrent action of
the two houses, proclaim Hayes elected,
and that Grant will enforce his inaugu-
ration by the military power of the gov-
ernment. Bold and usurping h this
scheme is, it has been indorsed bv so
brave and influential a paper as the New
York W&une, and Is constantly asserted
by the eighty thousand office holders of
the Radical party. And tlmiigli chiargeM
on them has not been disavowed by the
Radical leaders. It'is this threat of usur-
pation that gives the country, alarm. , -

Are we to be cheated' in the1 Capital as
we were in the South ? Is the president
ot the senate to become an irresponsible
returning Board, to throw out enough to
elect his candidate ? And is Grant to
post his army to overawe. the. free action,
of the people's representatives' id Wash
ingtpn as he did in Columbia? No won-dei- -'

that the most 'confiding are filled
with distrust, We know that all revolu-
tions degenerate; that the boldest and
most unscrupulous finally take the lead.
Th noblest element in the Republican
party has long since abandoned its for

tunes, and those in the Democratic party
willing to be camp followers have gone
over to its camp. With these allies it is
nut a question of the spoils ot ofhee
They have so long held tne reins of gov-
ernment that they have come to believe
the government, is their property, and
that it is treason for Democrats to aspire
to power. If it was understood that they
were willing to abide by any law, or
conform their conduct to any principle,
the country would have little to fear,
But their history proves that nothing is
too inconsistent or too unscrupulous to
be attempted when it serves their ends
During the war they claimed it was car
ried on simply to restort the Union, with
the rights of all the states unimpaired,
and yet the moment the war was over
they robbed states of their rights without,
stint. Declaring during the war that the
states were all in the union, and even
allowing Virginia, Tennessee and Louisi-
ana to be represented in congress, while
they were representatives
to the confederate congress at Richmond,
no sooner was the rebellion conquered
than they drove these states from their
places on the floor of the federal congress
and, required them to pass under the
yoke of "reconstruction," resolving in
their presidential convention of 1868

that each state must regulate suffrage for
itself, in six months they adobted the
fifteenth amendment. Declaring in the
convention that, nominated Grant that
the public bonds were payable in green-
backs, the first act of congress signed by
Grant declared them payable in coin.
Claiming the right to determine whether
states have legally voted they threw out
as they listed Georgia, Louisiana and
Arkansas, and now the voice of a South-
ern returning board is in their ears a di-

vine oracle. Enfranchising the negro
in the name, of freedom they now denf
him his right to vote any ticket but theirs.
Claiming to go behind the great senl of
Oregon the great seal of Louisiana is held
to sanctify the fraud of the returning
board. Claiming that the face of the re-

turns is final in South Carolina they
throw out thirteen thousand Democratic
votes in Louisiana.. Denouncing the
returning board of Louisiana two years
ago as infamous they now proclaim it as
a paragon ofpurity and uprightness. In
the face of the speeches of all iheir lead-
ers at all times heretofore, claiming for
Congress the supreme right to canvass
the presidential count, hey now insist
that the president of the Senate has can-
vassing omnipotence. There is not a
promise they ever made that they have
not broken; there is not a principle they
avowed that they have not disowned.
Such are the leaders whom the honest
masses of the Republicans allow to lead
them to the very brink ofihe unscrupu
lous usurpation now threatened Think
hot, my republican friends, that they will

pause unlessiyout; displeasure give them
fciuse. They do not admit that we have
any rights. The more violent of them
would inaugurate war rather than sur-

render power to us.." To the conscience
of the Republican masses then our ap
peal is made; You have seen the army
used without warrant of law to influence
elections; you have seen the purse of the
republic opened to defray political cam
paign expenses ; you have seen the In-

terior department turned into an election-

eering machine, with its headquarters in

New York, and its chief levying contri
butions on federal officeholders for elec-

tion expenses; you haveseen the depart
ment of justice itself using the quirks of

the law to procure the triumph ot a party.
You have seen the representatives of a
state driven from their own senate house
in a time, of profound peace, by federal
interference; And even now you behold
the chief executive quietly coiling round
the national capital the folds of military
power.-

The divine right of kings was the myth
of tyrants. The sovereignty of the peo
pie is the ever living gospel of liberty.
Though natural freedom is the gift of God

donstitutional.Uberty ...has been wrested
from the minions of power by the strong
hand of the people; and preserved and
handed down to us by the valor and wis

dom of our forefathers. The Democrat-
ic party has ever been "the great apostle
of the people. It battled for the guaran-
tees of personal .r'iglits when the constitu-

tion was firmed h opposed the alien
and sedition laws at the beginning of the
century, the dark lantern crusade against
religious liberty in the d iys of the Know
Nothings angJhe "arbitrary arrests and
illegal imprisonments of the late war. It
clamored forthetightsof the masses and
the interests of labor against.oppressive
tariffs and moneyed monopolies and
government subsidies, and it has ever
stood as. a wall of fire against the inva
sion by partisans and bitrots of the free
dom of speech, the liberty of the press
and the rights of conscience.

Inspired by these great ideas, clinging
to the constitutional Union of our fathers

land walking in the footsteps of law and
precedent,, we denounce this thrtatened
usurpation. Let the people rise up with
out respect to party and demand that
justice and the popular will shall be res-

pected, that fraud and double dealing
6hall be rebuked and the reins of Gov-

ernment placed peacefully in the hands
of their, president- - Samuel J Tilden
whose election has been certified by the
law and authenticated by the great seal
of the people.

Hon. John G. Thompson read tele-

grams from the Democratic State Con-

ventions Of Indiana and West Virginia,

and a letter from! Hdtu R. P. Spaulding
of Cleveland, was read and greeted with

applause.
Hon. George H. Pendleton's able and

acceptable speech will be given in our

next week's issue,

RESOLUTIONS.
At-th- e close of Mr. Pendleton's speech

Hon. . F. Mc.hinney, chairman of the
committee on-- 'resoluttons, reported th

fdlloirg',;in; reading which he was fre
quently interrupted by loud and long
cheering and .dther ..demonstrations of

approval: ZZ"Z".'.'.".'Z'".'Z
Resolved, ; That the government of

the United States is republican in spirit
as well as in 'form; it is founded t n uni-

versal suffrage,.. lawfulLy exercised, and
its existence depends on good faith and
sincere obedience to the laws.

2. That the votes cast on the 7th of
November and duly certified at the close
of the election on that day by the officers
authorized to receive and record them,

alone determine the result of the election
held in any precinct, county or state,
and that whatever may be the returns
then duly and properly certified, they
cannot lawiully be changed by any off-

icer authorized to canvass them and an-

nounce the result.
5, That while clear in the conviction

that Samuel J Tilden and Thomas A.
Hendricks have received not only a large
majority of the popular vote but a majorty
of the electoral vote, and are therefore
elected President and Vice Fresident,
we yet declare that any decision made
by the Senate and House of Representa
tives will be chee fully acquiesced in by
the whole people, and that any attempt
to inaugurate a President simply upon
the proclamation of the president of the
Senate will be an act of usurpation that
will be resisted by the people to the last
extremity, even should '.hat extremity be
an appeal to arms.

4. That the impudent and unfounded
charge that those who protest against the
exercise of illegal and arbitrary power
desire to foment strife and incite civil
war, is made by conspjrators to withdraw
the public mind from their own evil de-

sign to frustrate the sovereign will of the
people as expressed through the ballot
dox on the 7th of November last.

5. That we denounce the action of
President Grant in following the example
of the military chieftains of Mexico, in
interfering by armed force in the elec-

tions of the people, in preventing the
lawful organization ol state legislatures,
and in massing troops at Washington,
with the apparent purpose of preventing
the free action of Congress respecting
the presidential election. It evinces a
purpose to render the military Indepen
dent of, and superior to, the civil power
and calls for outspoken condemnation
by every friend of Republican govern-
ment.

6. That the inauguration as president
of a candidate rejected by the people and
counted in by fraud, is revolution, and,
if acquiesced in. fatal to republican gov-

ernment, ,

7. That tne National Democratic com-
mittee be requested to call a National
Democratic convention to meet at Wash-
ington city, February 13, 1877.

GENERAL THOMAS EWING.
was then called out and received with
wild cheering. He said:

EWING'S SPEECH.

Fellow Citizens: The people of the
United Slates chose a president on the
7th of November last. Rich and poor,
white and black, learned and simple,
chose hiin by the equal ballot. All that
remains to be done is to complete the
process of ascertaining their decision.
The powers of the canvassing and re-

turning boards of precinct, parish and
state are fixed by law. If anyof those
boards acted wrongfully, t he question
whether the wrong can be righted is a
judicial question, to be decided by the
proper tribunals and not oy popular dec-
laration. Where a tribunal acts unjustly
but within the scope of its authority', and
the law or usage gives no appeal, ac-

quiescence is the duty of every citizen.
The law may be amended to prevent a
recurrence ot the wrong; but resistance,
in violation of the law, were a medicine
far worse than the disease.' It would
make a precedent on strong provocation
and would substitute decision by tumult
for the orderly methods essential to the
preservation of liberty.

But on the. other hand, if the wrong
may be righted under the taw it should
be set right at any cost. Our elective
chief magistracy is only better than a
monarchy if the means given by the law
be used to give effect to the will of the
people. But if fraud, which may be law
fully corrected, or more usurpation and
force be suffered through cowardice to
defeat the choice of ihe people the suc-

cessful precedent will be followed by bad
me" and ere long the presidency will
become a mere prize for the biggest bully
as in Mexico or a cloak of imperialism
as in France under the third Njpoieon.

In Louisiana four men have
to reverse the decision of the people.
They brought to their duties a national
reputation f r rascality . They disgraced
themselves and defrauded the people of
LouUiana in 1874, as shown by the re-

port of a Republican congressional com-

mitted Their leader, Wells, was bran-
ded by Sheridan as a scoundrel, and
shown by Charles Foster to be a purjurer.
They usurped a power to Count the vote
for electors, which the law of Louisiana
never conferred on them; they defied the
law of the state and the law of fair play,
in refusing to fill a vacancy in their board
with a Democrat ; they rejected returns
which their partisan canvassers in the
parishes forwarded without objection,
when the law forbade them to reject
a return not accompanied by such objec
tions made on the spot ; they tacitly ap- -

proved the act of the clerk in forging re-

turns ; they concocted the monstrous and.
horrible Plnkston lie to darken counel
with passion, and connived at the arrest
and gagging of men charged with mur-
der, who hastened to New Orleans to
show their innocence; and finally they
sneaked into a corner and secretly threw
out 11,000 Democratic votes, giving, no
rpasnn: snecifvini? no- Doll or parish Re
jected, but audaciously substituting their
win tor tne win 01 me peupie 01 Louis-
iana ""'

Their very few auda-

cious men who, unfortunately for their
country; are in positions ot power at
Washington now seek to consummate
their villany by causing the president of
t!ie senate to. usurp the powers of the
houses of congress and deilare the re-

sult of the election; while the army and
navy are being at rayed to silence all

by the Inst argument of kings.
On twenty two different occasions in

the history of bur government the senate'
and house of representati"es have as
sembled in mint convention to count the
votes for president and vice president tif
the United Mates. At Washington s hrst
election the president of the senate coun
ted the votes; but only in pursuant "of
an order of the senate and the assent of
the house. At every election since the
two houses concurrently asserted arid
exercised equal and plenary power over
the whole subject of the count over the
nlace of meetinc the order of proceeding
and the mode of ascertaining and declar
ing the result. Whenever a question
arose as to the vote of a state (and such
question did arise at different times as to
the votes of twenty one of the states the
house separated and each decided the
question for itseit. in not a single in

stance in the whole history of our gov-
ernment was a return counted against
the objection of either house. Never
once did the president of the senate in
the joint convention say a wot d as to
whether a return to which objection was
made should be counted and never once
did he do an act, except the mere manual
act of opening the packages, without
the order 01 assent of both houses of
congress.

The assumption that the president of
the Senate may count the vote and de-
clare the result without the assent of the
House of Representatives has not a shad-
ow of support in the constitution or on
ihe precedents of former elections. It
were an usurpation as gross, open and
palpable as for the general of the army
to name the president by pronuncia-ment- o.

The ultra leaders plunged
into rebellion rathtr than submit to the
decision of the people and surrender
their long hold of power. The ultra Re-
publican leaders, arrogating to them-
selves all the merit of crushing the rebel-
lion and denouncing as traitors three

of a million of DemocraticQuarters
followed the flag, have for

twelve years, past made, political mer-
chandise of the common sacrifices and
triumphs of the war, and now threaten to
retain power by method not less danger-
ous than secession

"An impious crew
Of men conspiring to uphold their stare
By worse than hostile deeds ; violating

"the 'ends
For which our country is a name most

dear."
With 100,000 salaried partisans; with

an obedient army and navy at command;
with a president who recognizes no duty
but to his party and no law but his own
will; they declare by their acts that they
mean to hold power in spite of the peo-
ple, by preventing a lawful and regular
declaration of the result of the election.
If permitted to usurp the presidency now
why may they not seize control of the
house of representatives by administering
the Sheridan, purge to it as they did to
the Louisiana legislature in 1874. and to
the South ; Carotina legislature last
month ? And if the people acquiesce in
that, why need the conspirators ever sur-
render power? Will it. not be as sweet
four, eight, twelve, sixteen years hence
as now? Will not the army be as strong
and as subservient? Will not the re-
turning boards be as ready and rascally?
Will not patriotic capitalists be as timid
of popular resistance, and monarchial
capitalists be as anxious as now for a
strong government which will exalt mon-
ey and degrade manhood ?

The time to prevent the usurpation is
now. The way to prevent is not s

of "peace," "submission," "busi-
ness," "property," but by a manly ve

to' preserve at all hazards the es-
tablished order and methods of free
elections. The promoters of this scheme
be they the president incumbent or elect;
be they senators, governors or generals,
are conspirators' sgainst law, order and
liberty. Opposition to them is not only
a right but a duty.. Resistance to usurpa-
tion is obedience, to law! (Cheers,)

Standing in the door of the second cen-
tury of the republic in presence of a
danger greater than ever before threat-
ened it representing one half of the
people of Ohio,, one half of the men who
fought for the Union, men who love
peace, but liberty more than peace, let
us resolve to: hand down unimpared to
our children the heritage of freedom be-
queathed by pur. fathers. ' Let us follow
the paths of peace while peaceful ways
are open. Let us appeal to the conser-
vative masses, Press and statesmen of
the Republican party to join us in de-
claring that the result of the presidential
election shall be ascertained according
to the forms of law and the usages un-
broken since the foundation of the gov-
ernment, and that no man's arbitrary
will and no conspirators trampling on the
law shall scat a usurucr in the chair nf
Washington

SITUATION
As to the Presidency and the election of
Mr. Tilden is assuredly improving. The
shape of things in Florida must result in
counting that State for Tilden and Hen
dricks, and it is reported that the House
committee, just returned from Florida,
will make a clear case, and that proba-
bly the two Republican members will
coincide. The Louisiana committee, we
doubt not, will make a good showing for
that State. Notable, gatherings on the
8th were rousing mass Democratic con-

ventions in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and
Oregon, and at Washington city and
Richmond. Besides these were county
and committee meetings in all parts of
the Union. Ohio favored a call for a
Democratic National Convention at
Washington on .February 12th, and In
diana leads in the appointment of a Com-

mittee of Correspondence and Public
Safety. Our hope is that the joint com
mittee of fourteen will agree on an hon-

est plan of counting the Electoral re-

turns acceptable to Congress. The
Constitution requires "all" the votes
shall beounted, and, incase of double
return from a State, Congress must ex-

ercise ; judicial power and determine
which is the true return. In the Oregon,
case the Republicans will claim this pow-

er,. as, in no other way can they hoe to
get the three votes from that State. If
Congress can go behind and correct the
'return in Oregon, the same can be done
in the cases of Florida, Louisiana and
South Carolina. .. Despite the rascals and
rascality,, we cannot doubt the result; for
ever "the rijiht' ccmes uppermost, and
ever is justice done."

. The Republican members of the Ohio
Legislature have adopted a series of res
olutions declaring Hayes elected, in-

dorsing the Returning Boards) and de-

claring that .'he.'.must ..he inaugurated,
pe aceably if possible, forcibly if neces-

sary.
; t Those lovely "birds of Freedom" now

Squawk loud for Mr. Bajes.
And thins they'll ride rough oyer us,

Ax once in former days;
But they will find the People now,

Ol quite another mind;
As all the Orant bull duser crew,

Ma?, to their sorrow find.


